


2020-2021 Coastal Fisheries 
Southern Flounder Scoping



Scoping Issues 

 Flounder Regulations



1988
Trammel & gill 
nets banned

Rec 12” size limit 
& 20 fish bag

1989
February & 
December 
freeze events

2006
Bag limit equal 
to possession 

limit

1996
60 fish bag for 
commercial

14” size limit & 10 fish 
bag. 20 fish possession 
limit for rec

Rec bag limit for 
shrimpers

1990 2000

1990
50% catch rule for 
shrimp nets

2000
Limited entry for 
finfish license holders

Bycatch reduction 
devices required for 
shrimpers

Flounder Regulation Timeline



2010 2015 2020

2009 ‐ 2014
Recreational: 5 fish bag (2 fish Nov. 1‐30)
Commercial: 30 fish bag (2 fish Nov. 1‐30)
No gigging in November 

2014 ‐ current 
Recreational: 5 fish bag (2 fish Nov. 1‐Dec. 14)
Commercial: 30 fish bag (2 fish Nov. 1‐Dec. 14)
No gigging in November 
2 fish by any means from Dec. 1‐Dec. 14

Recent Flounder Regulations



Coastwide Gill Nets
Southern Flounder

2009 & 2014 Regulations

1996 & 2006 Regulations
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Coastwide Seasonal Bag Seine 
CPUE, Southern Flounder
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UTMSI reports 18°C (64.4°F) as 
optimal for larval survival; only 
a very narrow range (± 2°C) is 
tolerated for the first three 
weeks after hatching.



Coastwide Water Temperature by Month and Year
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Annual Gill Net CPUE by Age Class

1996 & 2006 Regulations



Coastwide Recreational Landings
Southern Flounder



Coastwide Commercial Landings
Southern Flounder



Coastwide Commercial Landings
Southern Flounder
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Southern Flounder Coastwide 
Commercial Landings and Value
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Coastwide 2018 Southern 
Flounder Length-Frequency

Recreational mean = 16.6”, 1.9 lbs
Commercial mean = 16.7”, 2.0 lbs



Hatchery Flounder Production
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General Fishery Summary

• Over 70% of recreational fish landed in Galveston 
and Sabine 

• Approximately 80% of commercial fishery landings 
come from Galveston to Corpus Christi 

• Biomass is much lower than in the 1980’s 
• Recruitment may not reach historic levels due to the 

warming trends in waters off Texas



Management Tools

• Decrease Bag Limit
• Increase Minimum Size Limit
• Area Closure
• Seasonal Closure
• Gear Restrictions



Recreational Options: Projected 
Increase in Spawning Biomass

7.40%

9.40%

10.40%

25.30%

31.70%

38.70%

46.80%

59.20%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Coastwide 3 fish bag

15" min length

5 fish boat limit

3 fish daily bag + December closed entirely

November 2 fish boat limit + December closed
entirely

November closed entirely

3 fish daily bag + November closed entirely

Close November and December entirely

% Increase



Recreational Options: Projected 
Decrease in Number Harvested
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Commercial Options: Projected 
Increase in Spawning Biomass
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Commercial Options: Projected 
Decrease in Number Harvested
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Combining Recreational and 
Commercial Options 

19.9% total    biomass

Commercial 15 fish bag 
(10.5%    biomass)

15’’ min recreational 
length (9.4%   biomass)



Statewide Regulations Process

December

2019
January 
22, 2020

Late 
January –

Early 
March 
2020

March 25, 
2020

September 
1, 2020

Public Scoping 
Meetings Along the 
Coast

Public Comment 
Period: 
Public hearings, 
webinar, online portal

Potential  Regulations 
Take Effect

Commission 
Hearing Meeting

Commission 
Hearing Meeting
Potential Adoption: 
TPWD HQ, Austin



Public Scoping 
Comments and Input to 
cfish@tpwd.texas.gov






