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By Sam Caldwell

Andy Gessner has spent a lifetime on the waters 
of Galveston Bay. Early on, his parents bought 
a waterfront lot in Bayview because they loved 
fishing. Over the years, he said that his love affair 

with fishing enriched his life, and he considered ways to 
leave the bay and Gulf waters better than he found them. 
He remembers reading about the idea of nearshore reefs in 
the CCA’s TIDE and CURRENTS publications. Seemed like 
a great idea  — even small boats could venture into the Gulf 
for a day’s offshore fishing for the big gamefish quarry of 
red snapper, cobia, dorado and kingfish.
 But, how to go about getting an artificial reef started? 
Gessner went to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) and began the process of learning. He said that 
after a couple of tries, he reached Dale Shively, then Head of 
the Artificial Reefing Program for TPWD. Shively presented 
the idea to TPWD and found great interest in a new reef. 
Andy provided seed money, and the project moved for-
ward. Along the way, CCA became interested and brought 
additional financial resources into the mix. 

Andy said, “Dale Shively guided me through the differ-

ent steps necessary to begin an artificial reef. First, we had to 
post the idea and hold hearings. Of course, at the hearings 
different locations were suggested, but I wanted the reef to 
be in state waters, and fairly close to Galveston where a lot of 
people have small boats but like to go offshore.” 
 He said, “When my grandson was born, he was small and 
premature, but I called him Big Man then and still do. I de-

Nearshore reefing 

Big Man and 
Kate’s Reefs

Nearshore reefing sites are composed of many materials such as 
these used at Sabine HI20 site.

These railroad ties show the rapid growth of reef organisms on substrates. 
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als like railroad ties and rip rap, but 
large specially-designed pyramids in 
a fourth quadrant. They wanted to 
know what size fish preferred which 
area.” He said that literally within 
days, divers and sampling showed 
that fish had migrated to the struc-
tures. 

     “People heard from TIDE Mag-
azine and CURRENTS Newsletter 
about that green dot on maps (the locale of the reef—see page 
4) and with success, we managed to get more money from

"When my grandson was born, he 
was small and premature, but I 

called him Big Man then and 
still do. I decided the name of the 

reef would be Big Man, and we 
moved ahead.” 

government and private sources to continue the work. I 
decided to work toward another reef, and name it after 
my granddaughter, Kate.” The decision was made to have 
the new reef close to Big Man, in part to determine if there 
was substantial migration between the reefs. 

Gessner said that plans call for adding additional ma-
terials as time goes on. One notable 
addition to the reef systems was 
the addition of a steel sailboat. 
TPWD required that the boat be 
decommissioned and cleaned of 
any possible pollutants.

Andy Gessner and the CCA 
have encouraged Galves-
ton area friends to provide 

funds to the Galveston Bay Foun-
dation project. His new Gessner Center is a part of the 
30-acre project, situated on the bay. Andy noted that the

center will be one of the most 
environmentally friendly 
buildings in the world. 

Gessner said that his 
grandson Drew Mytchak, aka 
Big Man is now a 6' 2" tall fish-
erman who loves boats and 
fishing and is his best fishing 
buddy. 
    “What could be better," 
Andy laughed, “than fishing 
on a reef named after your 
grandson? Why, fishing on a 
reef named after your grand-
daughter!”

An ancient steel sailboat settles below the surface on Kate's reef.

cided the name of the reef would be Big Man, and we moved 
ahead.” 
 The basic requirements were determined by biologists at 
TPWD. It was necessary to have good bottom structure, an 
area out of shipping lanes and away from interference with 
shrimpers. State biologists decided to design it with a 
quadrant structure. “The idea was to place different materials 
in each quadrant—small stuff in one area, larger materi-

Pyramids headed down.
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A load of concrete blocks heads 
for the bottom of the RGV reef.

Big Man Reef is the dark green #10 
dot on the map. It is at a depth of 
48 feet, Latitude 290 5’54“N,  
Longitude 940 53’20”W.
Kate’s Reef is approximately one 
mile SE of Big Man.

Andy Gessner and CCA have encouraged area friends to support a new Galveston Bay Foundation Ed-
ucation Center on Galveston Bay in Kemah to be called the “Gessner Center.”  The Center will be a place 
where kids and adults can visit to experience Galveston Bay, a place where they can drop a seine net or cast 
a fishing line and interact with the Bay and its critters. The Center will be one of the most environmentally- 
friendly buildings on the coast, built to a “Living Building Challenge” standard where people and nature 
are connected with the built environment. Funds are still being raised to make this Center a reality. Please 
visit galvbay.org for more information. —Bob Stokes  President, Galveston Bay Foundation

http://www.galvbay.org 
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Putting 
finger-

lings back 
where fish 

need 
to be

Hatcheries were an early 
priority of CCA. Enhancing pop-
ulations was crucial, but replacing 
a large percentage of cold-stricken 
gamefish proved to be a primary 
benefit of the hatcheries. 
 Once again, CCA and TPWD are 
filling the need to mitigate trout, 
redfish and flounder mortalities. 
Take a brief voyage with a CCA /
TPWD hatchery as technicians re-
place trout fingerlings. Here's a link 
to a just-released video that will provide an 
idea of the process: Click Here to View

https://ccatexas.org/watch-cca-texas-parks-and-wildlife-department-2021-laguna-madre-spotted-sea-trout-fingerling-release/
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ADVOCACY

Lower Laguna Madre 
Cold Water Spell Warning 

System
By Shane Bonnot

The February 2021 winter storm rocked our state and had dra-
matic impacts on coastal resources. As we all witnessed in real 
time, this extreme cold event had devastating effects, killing 
nearly 4 million finfish according to original minimum esti-

mates. These events are a rare but natural cause of fish kills. As water 
temperatures begin to decline, fishes seek out refuge in deeper and 
warmer waters. 
 Unfortunately, not all fish make it to warmer waters or reside in a 
bay system that offers multiple locations for refuge. In these situations, 
fish have increased chances of being exposed to critical temperatures 
and are certainly more vulnerable to human impact in the few locations 
that offer thermal refuge. Such is the case in the Lower Laguna Madre 
(LLM).
 Since the winter storm there has been a great deal of conversation 
regarding barge traffic in the intracoastal and compliance with the 
voluntary traffic suspension in the Lower Laguna Madre. The official 
name of the program that provides guidance on traffic suspension is 
the Lower Laguna Madre Cold Water Spell Warning System and the 
origins of these efforts date all the way back to the 1980’s with analysis 
by Dr. David McKee, Dr. Hildebrand and others following the freeze 
events in 1983 and 1989. A mid-2000 grant that included funding from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife and the Coastal Conservation Association pro-
vided means to measure temperature gradients in the Laguna Madre 
and set-up a temperature prediction system. This included traffic sus-
pension procedures being developed as part of a collaboration between 
the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA), Texas Parks and Wildlife 
(TPW), the Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association (GICA) and the Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi Conrad Blucher Institute (CBI).
Here is brief step-by-step process of the current procedures.

1) Each year, typically as the first significant cold front of the sea-
son approaches, officials at CBI e-mail a stakeholder group confirming 
closure readiness and closure recommendation if predicted conditions 
warrant action.

2) About 3 days prior to air temperature predicted to reach below
or close to freezing, CBI will review these air temperature predictions, 
predictive modeling, the likelihood of water temperatures to go below 
the 8°C (46°F) threshold for an extensive period (>24 hours) and if traf-
fic suspension advice is likely or not.

3) CBI provides an update about every 12 hours until the actual
traffic suspension recommendation is issued, or the watch is canceled 
(typically 2-3 updates).

4) The traffic suspension recommendation is issued with a notice
of at least 36 hours. It includes a closure time length estimate but not a 
precise one (newer and improved models will help predict further in 
time). 

5) The traffic interruption recommendation should be at least 24
hours and no more than 4-5 days. Historically, 48 hours is the typical 
recommended time frame.

6) CBI provides updates on traffic suspension about every 12 hours
during the closure recommendation and issues an end of traffic suspen-
sion recommendation with a notice of at least 24 hours.

For this particular event, CBI officials began monitoring predicted 
air temperatures on February 5, 9 days prior to the onset of critical 
temperatures. Beginning February 9, daily predictions and analysis 
were conducted to generate the recommended advisory - which was 
issued on Saturday, February 13 at 10:30AM - requesting voluntary 
traffic suspension for 12PM on Sunday, February 14 through 10AM on 
Wednesday, February 17. 

 According to GICA officials, there was 100% compliance 
by GICA members during the latest voluntary suspension. 
There was one tow/barge that resumed ICW operations on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, February 17, two on Thursday and 
nine on Friday/Saturday. It is important to note that not all 
barge operators are members of the GICA. While the num-
ber of non-members is small, it is evident that some were not 
aware of the voluntary suspension notice or, most likely, irre-
sponsibly chose not to comply with the recommendation and 
proceeded to navigate through the LLM and Land Cut during 
the advisory. 
 Since the start of the program, with a short interruption 
around 2015-2016, the CBI has provided the modeling and 
predictions. While current forecasts are still “manual”, more 
sophisticated and automated technologies recently became 
available and CBI officials are working for a large Artificial In-
telligence grant (AI2ES.org) that can support and improve the 
modeling efforts. They are also welcoming additional funding 
to expand the program further north. They estimate that they 
can continue this work for the next four years, while long-term 
funding and outside institutional support (such as NOAA) will 
be required to carry the program into the future. 
 One interesting side note to the barge traffic compli-
ance are the results from a 2007 study, which you can find 
at www.cbi.tamucc.edu/wp-content/uploads/Lagu-na-Madre-
Temp-Monitoring-Performance-Report.pdf. As noted in this 
report, during cold events the LLM is a homog-enous water 
column with no significant water temperature differences 
observed at depths from 3-feet to 12-feet deep. This highlights 
the value of deeper portions of the ICW, ship chan-nels and 
ports. If any thermocline is going to exist in the LLM, it will be 
in these locations. As such, reduced water column disruption 
by human activity is even more important. More information 
on the study and report can be found at www.cbi. tamucc.edu/
cbi/Predictions/water-temperature-forecasts/.

Side notes and lessons 
learned from this past event:

1) The critical water temperature for spotted sea
trout is 42°F and 39°F for red drum.
2) All the 24-hour air temperature predictions aver-
aged too high by nearly 7°F.
3) Water temperatures were at or near critical levels
much longer than originally anticipated.
4) We need to work with the Coast Guard to pass
along advisories to operators that are not GICA 
members. Non-members must understand the 
compliance with the traffic suspension notice is vital 
to the survivability of fishes and sea turtles during 
these rare events.
5) Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission has ex-
tended the temporary emergency action for spotted 
sea trout in the Upper and Lower Laguna Madre for 
an additional 60 days. Click Here to learn more 
about the rule.
6) Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission will consid-
er additional coastal fisheries management actions to
accelerate the recovery of spotted sea trout, working
through the statewide regulatory process.
7) The next TPWD Commission meeting is August
25-26, in which there is an opportunity for open
public comment.

https://www.cbi.tamucc.edu/wp-content/uploads/Laguna-Madre-Temp-Monitoring-Performance-Report.pdf
https://www.cbi.tamucc.edu/wp-content/uploads/Laguna-Madre-Temp-Monitoring-Performance-Report.pdf
https://cbi.tamucc.edu/cbi/Predictions/water-temperature-forecasts/
https://cbi.tamucc.edu/cbi/Predictions/water-temperature-forecasts/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210721a
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Texas Parks and 
Wildlife: Emergency 

Spotted Sea Trout 
Regulations Extended 60 
Days in Laguna Madre

July 21, 2021 /AUSTIN- The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) is extending the emergency spot-
ted sea trout regulations in the Laguna Madre for an 
additional 60 days. These temporary regulation 
changes for spotted sea trout in the bays and 
beachfronts of the Upper and Lower Laguna Madre 
bay systems include:

• a three fish bag limit
• a minimum size length of 17 inches
• a maximum size length of 23 inches
• no fish over 23 inches may be retained.•

These modified regulations are a continuation of changes made 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission that began April
1. The previous regulation changes are in effect from April 1 to

July 29. The extension of the emergency rule will take effect on July 
30 and are valid for another 60 days running thru September 27.
 “The data from our Coastal Fisheries biologists clearly shows 
declines in spotted sea trout populations in multiple Texas bays,” 
said Carter Smith, TPWD Executive Director. “While the 60-day 
extension of regulation changes is warranted now in the Laguna 
Madre, additional focus on trout fishery recovery in the San An-
tonio and Matagorda Bay systems is needed as well. The Depart-
ment’s next step is working with the TPW Commission this fall 
to further evaluate the data, to solicit additional public input, and 
ultimately to secure Commission guidance on what management 
and regulatory actions may be necessary to facilitate the quickest 
recovery possible.”
 This data is preliminary and is still being evaluated by Coastal 
Fisheries biologists for quality control. But the trends are significant 
enough to warrant an extension of the April emergency rule in the 
Laguna Madre which would have expired on July 29. The TPW 
Commission will be given an update on the freeze impacts in a 
briefing at the Aug. 25-26 public meeting.
 For these regulations, the Laguna Madre boundary is defined 
as south of the John F. Kennedy Causeway near Corpus Christi 
(including the adjacent beachfronts from Packery Channel) to the 
Brownsville Ship Channel on the bay side and to the Rio Grande 
River on the gulf side of South Padre Island. These changes were 
implemented to reduce harvesting pressure, thereby leaving more 
mature fish in the water during the summer spawning season. 
Along with TPWD hatcheries efforts, biologists believe this is the 
best course of action to improve recruitment and accelerate popula-
tion recovery due to the fish kills from Winter Storm Uri in Febru-
ary 2021.

In mid-June, TPWD Coastal Fisheries biologists completed their 
routine gill net surveys and began analyzing the data for trends. 
Data from these sampling efforts were compared to sampling 

efforts from previous years in spotted sea trout populations. 
Spring gill net sampling when compared to other years shows a 
decline in spotted sea trout in the Upper and Lower Laguna 
Madre bay systems. Spring gill net samplings were not completed 
in 2020 due to COVID-19.
 Gill net survey data is available to the public on the TPWD 
website. The graphs shown in this data illustrates the mean catch 

rate per hour for spotted sea trout in a given bay system (i.e. the 
average number of fish caught in our gill nets per hour compared 
to the numerical year.
In both the Upper and Lower Laguna Madre, gill net data found 
that the Spring 2021 spotted sea trout catch rates were both 
approx-imately 30 percent lower than the 10-year average. The 
data also indicated that there were noteworthy declines in the 
Matagorda and San Antonio Bay systems in 2021 spotted sea trout 
catch rates. Those catch rates were approximately 40 percent lower 
than the 10-year average. 

For Aransas, Galveston, and Sabine Lake the data showed
catch rates that were at or near the 10-year average catch rates.  
Corpus Christi, in fact, saw a 10 percent increase in catch rates for 
2021. Considering the natural annual variation in populations, the 
freeze impact to these systems appears minimal.
 Also of note were low salinity levels in multiple Texas bay 
systems when 2021 levels were compared to the 10-year historical 
average. While the extreme weather of Winter Storm Uri in Feb. 
2021 played a role in the lower catch rates seen, increased rainfall 
in May and June likely contributed to lower catch rates due to low 
salinity levels as well.

CCA Texas Has Been Working 
Hard to Help our Fisheries Re-
cover from the February Freeze

In direct response to the February Freeze, CCA Texas con-
tributed $152,000 to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
to ramp up their production of juvenile speckled trout and 
redfish at the Sea Center Texas Hatchery in Lake Jackson, 
Texas and the CCA Marine Development Center (CCA 
MDC) in Flour Bluff. This includes a crucial pond liner re-
pair project that allows multiple ponds to be stocked with
red drum or spotted sea trout fingerlings before they reach
their final destination: Our state’s bay systems.

“To help Texas’ speckled trout populations recov-
er from the impacts of the fish kill, it is imperative that 
hatchery production of fingerlings is maximized. Funding 
these projects will definitely help in the near term, but will 
also continue to produce long after the freeze damage has 
recovered.” - Robby Byers, Executive Director, CCA Texas

“Speckled trout and redfish fingerling production is 
a delicate effort that requires knowledge, precision and 
the correct equipment. We are fortunate to have gifted 
biologists and operators at Texas’ hatcheries and research 
facilities, and I am excited that CCA Texas is helping fund 
and increase those efforts again.” - Shane Bonnot, CCA 
Texas Advocacy Director

The CCA Texas STAR Tournament removed several spe-
cies from the tournament, including speckled trout, and 
updated the tagged redfish division to be CATCH, CLIP 
THE TAG and RELEASE.

CCA Texas has been promoting catch-and-release 
through its best fishing practices program, ReleaseSense 
and other messaging outreach. Recently, Advocacy Direc-
tor Shane Bonnot wrote an article entitled “The Release 
Matters” which highlights techniques to release fish safely 
and successfully.

Utilizing the best available science, CCA Texas will 
continue to work with stakeholders and fishery managers  
to ensure the speckled trout fishery rebounds in an expe-
dited manner.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210331a
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210331a
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210331a
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/media/gill-net-data.pdf
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/media/gill-net-data.pdf


~8~ 

file:https://www.startournament.org
http://startournament.org


~9~

 https://ccatexas.org/habitat-projects
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https://ccatexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-Life-Member-Promo-Creedmoor_fillable.pdf
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https://www.academy.com/
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the vessel received multiple citations for over the bag limit and 
undersized flounder, as well as illegal possession of lightning 
welks aboard a commercial shrimp boat.  

Law Enforcement Off the Pavement

Caught Redhanded! Reports from TP&W Game Wardens

On Saturday, June 12, 2021, Jefferson County Game Warden Jamal 
Allen was patrolling the Pleasure Island area near Port Arthur, Texas 
and boarded a shrimp boat from Brownsville as they were about to 
offload. During an inspection of the cargo hold, Warden Allen found 
game fish (cobia) and fish fillets (cobia and red snapper that are 
illegal to possess aboard a commercial vessel. 
 The cobia measured from 48 to 52 inches each. The shrimp boat 
Captain received several citations and the resource was seized and 
donated. Cases and restitution pending.

On Monday, April 19th, 2021, Jefferson County Game Wardens 
Joshua Sako and Jamal Allen were patrolling the ship channel near 
Port Arthur, Texas when they observed a commercial truck about 
to be loaded with a pallet of shrimp at one of the local wholesale 
shrimp processing facilities.  They stopped to inspect the vehicle and 
discovered that it already had a cargo of 15 crates of fresh blue crab 
on board and was about to be loaded with a pallet of fresh shrimp. 
 The driver of the vehi-
cle, which was registered to 
a seafood company out of 
Louisiana, was acting very 
suspicious and claimed 
to have bought the crabs 
legally in Louisiana and 
transported them into Texas, 
which would require a Texas 
Wholesale Fish Dealer Li-
cense. The driver could not 
produce a wholesale license 
or an aquatic product trans-
portation invoice or other documentation from where the crabs had 
originated. Wardens for Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries 
were contacted to assist with the investigation from their side. 
 They interviewed the dealer in Louisiana where the driver 
claimed the crabs had originated and discovered that the driver was 
being deceptive.  Wardens Sako and Allen seized all 15 crates of 
crabs and sold them to the highest bidder as required by law. The 
driver was issued citations for no Wholesale Fish Dealer License and 
transporting aquatic products with an unmarked vehicle as well as 
warnings for not having the proper invoices and markings for the 
aquatic products.   

On Thursday, April 
22nd, 2021, Jefferson 
County Game War-
dens McKenzie Crow, 
Jamal Allen, and Josh 
Sako were patrolling 
the ship channel near 
Sabine Pass, Texas for 
commercial shrimp-
ing violations. The 
Wardens boarded a 
Texas Commercial 
Shrimp Boat whose 
Captain indicated they 
had just returned from 
shrimping in Louisi-
ana waters. During the 
inspection, Wardens 
discovered a bag in a compartment below deck that contained 9 
undersized flounder and 21 lightning welks, which are illegal to 
retain and possess aboard a commercial shrimp boat. The Captain of 

Texas Game Wardens, Serving Texans since 1895
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https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect/141-0596116-0351426?ie=UTF8&ein=74-1984482&ref_=smi_ext_ch_74-1984482_cl
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CCA Texas' financial responsibilities and goals are 
ongoing. For the time being, publishing the CUR-
RENTS newsletter requires the internet. There are 

excellent reasons, with cost being primary. 
 For 36 years, the printed CURRENTS newsletter 
has provided valuable two-way communication, as well 
as being an important tool for affecting environmental 
change. But printing and mailing a 37-page, full color 
newsletter to 67,000 members is time-consuming and 
expensive.
 The online CURRENTS newsletter requires no 
printing nor postage, and delivery is almost instanta-
neous. An email to members contains a link, with the full 
newsletter a click away.
 Apart from the cost difference, there are reasons a 
member could appreciate an internet version of the pub-
lication.
•An e-newsletter can be opened in seconds. Articles can
be accessed rapidly. Images can be viewed large. Text
can be enlarged for easier reading, blocked, copied and
shared. Past issues are a click away on the CCA Texas
website.
• A favored article can be forwarded to others, or readily
accessed later instead of having to search through stacks
of magazines.
• Links can be used to connect to advertisers, as well as
cross referencing other articles, writers, photographers
and artists.
• A link to the CCA website provides comprehensive
news and resources. On the website, an array of CCA
information is available. View many project-specific
videos. Consult the list of CCA-approved guides. Listen
to an informative Podcast.
• Photos can be larger and more numerous, allowing for

A great way to enjoy 
indoor time and stay in 
touch with the outdoors —
the CCA Texas website is 
at your service. 
 You'll find news and 
information about chap-
ter events, advocacy and 
breaking news, plus vid-
eos of the progress we're 
making along the Texas 
coast. Need a guide? Want 
to enjoy a CURRENTS 
feature from years back? 
Check in with the STAR 
program?
 Go to ccatexas.org and 
bookmark it now.

more of the membership's Great Photos to be shared.
• In the Social Media Happenings section, links directly
open up to posts on our social media platforms.
• Another big plus—your CURRENTS Newsletter is now
as close as your laptop or your cellphone.

Enjoying Your Digital CURRENTS Newsletter

http://ccatexas.org
http://ccatexas.org/
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http://costasunglasses.com
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Are You Following CCA Texas on Social Media? 
The   BEST way to stay informed on the latest with CCA Texas is by connecting with us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We regu-
larly post photo and video updates on our 50+ local chapters, conservation projects, member photos, and advocacy efforts to keep you 
informed and engaged. Since our last CURRENTS, we've posted two AMAZING STAR Winner CATCH, CLIP THE TAG and RELEASE 
videos that have been viewed over 305,000 times and reached more than 528,000 people on Facebook!

Our following is  GROWING FAST, so join thousands of CCA Texas members around the state by following us 
on  Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Every LIKE and FOLLOW helps.

CCA Texas on Facebook
 Head over to our  CCA Texas Facebook page and LIKE 
us today! Stay informed on all the latest with special 
video updates and be the first to know when we go LIVE  
for online events! LIKE us Facebook TODAY! 
@CCATexas or facebook.com/CCATexas

FACEBOOK

Featured Social Media Highlights

https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas/
https://www.instagram.com/cca_texas/
https://twitter.com/CCA_Texas
https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas
https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas/
https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas/posts/4140281412694330
https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas/posts/4028986087157197
https://www.facebook.com/CCATexas/posts/3987065068015966
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INSTAGRAM
CCA Texas on Instagram

We're at nearly 13,000 anglers following us on 
Instagram, help get us there! Add us to your 
feed to see photos and videos that you will NOT 
want to miss!  FOLLOW us on Instagram 
TODAY!

https://www.instagram.com/cca_texas
 https://www.instagram.com/cca_texas
https://www.instagram.com/cca_texas
https://www.instagram.com/cca_texas
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRmYlZWgk3W/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRWdeyVHcV_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CQj5HnYhhGN/
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Follow us on TWITTER
Get important recreational angling-related news filtered into 
your feed by following us on Twitter. In addition to posting 
our own updates, we make sure to Retweet and Favorite 
Tweets that we know will help to inform you. FOLLOW us 
on Twitter TODAY!

TWITTER

Kevin Hickson
Communications Director 

Coastal Conservation 
Association

Email: 
khickson@joincca.org

https://twitter.com/cca_texas
https://twitter.com/cca_texas
https://twitter.com/cca_texas
https://twitter.com/cca_texas
mailto:mailto:khickson%40joincca.org?subject=
mailto:khickson@joincca.org
http://ccatexas.org
https://www.releasense.org/
https://twitter.com/CCA_Texas/status/1418684848546385922
https://twitter.com/CCA_Texas/status/1416140584520142859
https://twitter.com/CCA_Texas/status/1413603873156042752
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7% of the proceeds from each CCA-branded
item sold goes to support habitat restoration.

https://www.academy.com/
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Brenham
Brandon Marth 979-277-0151 

brandon@brenhamironworks.com

Brush Country
Brenda Ballard 361-296-4037 

brendagballard@hotmail.com

Centex
Si Hanna 254-723-1922 

shanna@rdoequipment.com

Central Houston 
Todd Buster 713-545-189

tbuster@busterandcogdellbuilders.com

Colorado Valley
Eugene Ulrich 979-249-7425

zeke.ulrich@gmail.com 
Greetings From the Colorado Valley! Well, 
we finally were able to celebrate and com-
plete our chapter’s 20th annual banquet!! 
We experienced a very wonderful evening 
with the largest crowd ever along with the 
best fundraising effort in our chapter’s 
history! Our chapter board (Eugene Ulrich, 
Danny Olenick, Trish Kubena, Gary Jan-
da, Rusty Kubena, Dave Fehlker, Kenneth 
LeFrance, Kendall Rhode, and Jeff Burgh) 
worked very diligently preparing for the 
event. We would also like to thank our 
banquet assistants (Connie Janda, John 
Gold, Kristina Gold, Mike Petras, Norma 
Petras, Matthew LeFrance, Verlene Ulrich, 
Lucas Janda, J.K. Brandt, Kalynn Hodges, 
and Robert Hodges) along with Taylor and 
his team for all their help with the evening’s 
events. 
 John Gold once again did an excellent 
job of putting together the program for us. 
Our hats go off to all our Grand Slam table 
sponsors—304 Construction, Academy, 
Bradly and Neldra Teinert, Calbri Logis-
tics, Chris Dillon, Covert Chevrolet Buick 
GMC Bastrop, Joe Rogers’ Dozer, Masonry 
Works, Maxwell Locke & Ritter, Murphy’s 
Steakhouse, Oviedo Auto Group, and 
Rocking “R” Construction Eric Rogers. We 
could not have made our banquet such a 
success without all of our sponsors—Mur-
phy’s Steakhouse-door prize; LaGrange 
Ford, National Bank&Trust, Powerscreen 
Texas, and Round Top State Bank-print 
sponsors; Burgh’s Septic and Wastewa-ter-
ladies game sponsor; J&J Metal Works, 
Lakeview Glass and Mirror, and Oviedo 
Auto Group-cap sponsors; WHATABURG-
ER-pen sponsor; Smithville Heating and 
Air-eyeglass strap sponsor; M-G Farm 
Service Center and WE-STITCH-buyer’s 
cap sponsor; Milton’s Fine Furniture & 
Bedding and Pease Custom Floors-game 
cap sponsor; Burgh’s Septic and Waste-
water, Calbri Logistics, CJNR Ranch, and 

Alvin-Pearland
Rex Richards 281-923-3050

alvinpearlandcca@yahoo.com 
The 2021 Alvin Pearland Banquet is in the 
books! It was great to see everyone in per-
son and raise some funds for the fish! We 
would like to thank all who attended the 
event, from those who bought a single din-
ner ticket, all the way to our sponsors who 
purchased multiple tables, the event would 
not have been a success without everyone’s 
participation! A special note of recognition 
to our long time Title Sponsors: Waypoint 
Financial, Sunbelt Valve, and Academy. 
These folks step up year after year and their 
support is much appreciated by CCA and 
the Alvin Pearland Chapter. To all of our 
donors, hard-working board members, and 
volunteers, we thank you as well!
 At this time, we have not scheduled 
any “Anglers' Night Out” events for the 
remainder of 2021. It is possible we may 
host a couple in the Fall, but none are on 
the schedule as of this time. The best way 
to stay up to date with our latest Chapter 
Events is to follow us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/alvinpearland.cca or go to 
our Chapter Website.

Aransas Bay
Michael Ferri 361-790-4404

txsprig@yahoo.com

Austin 
Jason Magdalena 512-789-6207
Jason.magdalena@gmail.com
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Updates

Don’t miss out on our August 24th Fund-
raising Banquet. It’s been a tough 12 
months with the freeze in February and 
Covid. That is why we are so excited to be 
able to host our Fundraising Banquet this 
year on August 24th. We will continue our 
tradition of providing you with the best live 
auction, raffles, food and drink. CCA Austin 
Chapter’s goal is to raise as much as 
possible to continue our mission with CCA 
and to help the damage that the freeze 
caused this year.
Click here to purchase tables and tickets.

CCA Boat Raffle 2021
This year’s boat is a beautiful 24 MOD 
“V” by Shallow Sport. It comes equipped 
with a Suzuki 300 hp 4-stroke engine and 
Lenco trim tabs. It sits atop a tandem axle 
McClain aluminum custom trailer!Tickets 
are $100.00 and only 1,500 will be sold. Call 
Cheryl for more information at 
512-221-7057.

Jeep Wrangler Custom Outback Rig
We are excited to add this to our fundraiser 
this year. This Jeep is a custom Outback Rig 
with a tandem axle car hauler. It will be 
street legal after reg-istration. Tickets are 
$20.00 each or 6 for 
$100.00.
 You can Venmo 
CCA Austin (be sure 
and put your contact 
information in the 
notes) or call Cheryl 
at 512-221-7057. If you have any questions 
please contact Jason Magdalena 
512-789-6207 or email at
Jason.magdalena@gmail.com.

Bay Area

Brazoria
Kim Lamont 979-482-1456 
Kklamont93@yahoo.com

Brazos Valley
John Ben Strother 979-220-1738

jbsunlimited@yahoo.com 
Students are beginning to show up around 
town which is a sign that fall is near. 
Although we normally take a break in the 
summer months, we have been gearing up 
for our 29th Annual Chapter Banquet that 
will be on Thursday, September 23, 2021 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Brazos Center in Bryan, 
Texas. There is still time to get involved in 
helping with the banquet and meeting 
some great folks.
 Individual tickets, reserve and cor-
porate tables and program ads are still 
available for purchase. We are expecting 
a great turnout with good food, drinks, 
raffles, auctions and lots more fun! Please 
contact John Ben Strother or Drew Adams 
at 713 626-4222 for more information or to 
purchase tickets. They are also available for 
purchase online on our Brazos Valley

https://ccatexas.org/find-your-chapter/alvin-pearland/
mailto:jason.magdalena@gmail.com
https://ccatexas.org/events/2021-austin-banquet/
mailto:jason.magdalena@gmail.com
mailto:jason.magdalena@gmail.com
www.ccatexas.org/alvin-pearland
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Doug’s Plumbing-towel sponsors; and Oviedo Auto Group-bag 
sponsor. We wish to thank our banquet program sponsors which in-
clude Heany Group, Pease Custom Floors, Round Top State Bank, 
Generations Wealth Advisors, Micah Oliver-Edward Jones, Smith-
ville VFW Post 1309, Smithville Heating and Air, SCT Wireless 
Broadband, and Tri-County Realty. Our chapter also appreciates 
the generous donations from Brown Distributing Bud Light. 
 The Knights of Columbus group again prepared and served 
another delicious Ribeye Steak and Shrimp meal for all to enjoy. We 
would also like to thank all our returning table purchasers along 
with the new table buyers we had the pleasure to serve. We need to 
mention some of our many donors who helped make our evening 
a success including Academy Sports, Barry and Melissa Shepard, 
Brown Distributing, Engel Coolers, HEB, LaGrange ISD, La Petite 
Gourmet, Prosperity Bank, Rebecca Creek Whiskey, Rhineland 
Cutlery, Richard Schmidt Jewelry and Design, Smithville ISD, 
Tito’s Vodka, and Old World Antieks. 
 Tails and Scales Fish camp (Eric Rogers and Stephen Bratcher) 
along with CEN-TEX Marine donated a terrific 20th anniversary 
fire pit for the live auction, so many thanks to Eric and Stephen. We 
also would like to again thank our Captain’s Table buyer Oeltjen, 
Schovajsa & Klesel, LLP for their dedication and support to our 
chapter. We are looking forward to our next banquet to celebrate our 

new Captain’s Table owner Maxwell Locke 
& Ritter, LLP. Please mark your calendars 
because next year’s banquet is set for March 
31, 2022 in LaGrange. Please reserve your 
tables early because we are expecting a very 
large attendance again!

Corpus Christi
Valerie Chilton 405-831-4158

vkchilton@gmail.com

Dallas 
Greg Resnansky 214-356-9995

ccadallasboard@gmail.com
The Dallas Chapter has been busy recently 
both on the water and off. Ten members of 
the chapter’s board traveled to Rockport for 
the annual Inter Chapter Challenge, catch-
ing a five fish stringer and finishing seventh 
overall out of 28 teams. Back closer to home 
CCA Dallas hosted an Anglers' Night Out 
at Beretta Gallery Dallas. The event drew 48 
attendees and featured a talk about the effects 
of February’s freeze by CCA Texas Advocacy 
Director Shane Bonnot. Robert McMurray 
won the early bird table buyer raffle and went 
home with a new Beretta APX. The chapter is 
busy preparing for its 40th annual banquet, 
scheduled for Sept. 16 at On the Levee, 1108 
Quaker St. in Dallas. Tables are selling fast, 

reserve yours before we sell out. For more information, contact 
CCA Texas Assistant Director Drew Adams at dadams@ccatexas. 
org or Dallas Chapter President Greg Resnansky at 
ccadallasboard@gmail.com. Lastly, CCA Dallas members have 
been traveling, and sharing their passion for fishing with their 
families. See photos on next page.

East Texas
Dr. James Norman 

936-554-3165
jnorman7@suddenlink.net

Fort Bend
Blake Tumlinson 979-332-2236

Btumlinson86@gmail.com

Fort Worth
Brad Wallace 817-988-8926

brad@northtexasmarine.com
Hello FW CCA members from your local Board. Have you 
booked a fishing trip recently or perhaps went out on your own 
boat? We would love to share in your experience. Feel free to send 
in pictures of your adventures for those of us that haven’t had 
the chance to get on the water. There has been a lot of interest in 
getting out on the water over the last year as many of our person-
al fishing guides are sharing how booked they are. Don’t let that 
deter you from making a call and scheduling your trip, though! 
Get outdoors and find a tight line. 

Galveston
Corey Carpenter 832-671-8980

corcarp1@gmail.com

Golden Triangle
Joe Winston 830-624-6570

Joe.winston@heroesonthewater.org
Greetings from the Golden Triangle Chapter! So far, our summer 
has been a blast on the upper coast of Texas. Despite the rain, the 

Colorado Valley Banquet workers.

Rusty Kubena, Kenneth LeFrance, Frank Craddock did well for Col-
orado Valley in the ICC this year.

mailto:dadams@ccatexas.org
mailto:dadams@ccatexas.org
mailto:ccadallasboard@gmail.com
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fishing has been outstanding on our end. 
We hope that you have had a chance to 
spend some time on the water with your 
family and friends. We have set a date and 
location for our annual banquet and after 
missing last years, we are all excited to be 
able to have it. The GTC banquet will be 
on the night of October 7th at the Civic 
Center in Beaumont. We will have food, 
drinks and plenty of prizes and games at 
our event. If you would like to purchase a 
table, reach out to Drew Adams at dad-
ams@cca.org. We are looking to seeing 
everyone for a fun filled night! Until then, 
be sure to grab the family and head outside 
and enjoy the resources.

Greater Sugar Land 
John Breland   281-808-2969
geauxingfishing@yahoo.com 

It’s not too early to save the date for 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 for our next 
banquet to be held at The Stafford Centre. 
The Greater Sugar Land CCA Chapter is 

excited about getting back 
out and hosting some of 
our annual events like 
our Kid Fish Projects. 
On Saturday, September 
25, we are partnering up 
with Missouri City and 
hosting a Kid Fish event at 
the Community Park. All 
Greater Sugar Land CCA 
Members are invited out 
to help volunteer.
 If you know a neighbor-
hood in the Greater Sugar 
Land area that would like 
to participate, please let 
us know. Stay tuned for 
more information on these 
events as they start to 
develop. Our next general 
meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 8 
and we are in the process 
of planning this meeting 
to be an Anglers' Night 

Out with exciting infor-
mation forthcoming. We 
encourage you to come 

join us and bring a friend. Our annual 
President’s Cup Fishing Tournament in Sar-
gent is scheduled for Saturday, 18th. You 

can always follow us on Facebook at CCA 
Texas Greater Sugar Land Chapter. La Les 
La Bon Temps Roulle and Geaux Fish!

Greater Woodlands
Charlotte O'Dell  832-368-8263 
choctawcharlie69@gmail.com

Guadalupe Valley
Adam Arroyo 361-350-0026 

Ctown75@aol.com

Hays County
Tim Young 512-573-7939
tim.haysco@gmail.com

Heart of the Hills
Kelly Parks 210-669-3732

bucksdelucks@yahoo.com 
Hope everyone has been doing well in 
the Heart of the Hills. Chapter members 
participated in the CCA Inter Chapter Chal-
lenge Fishing Tournament in Rockport in 
June. We all had a great time at the Friday 

evening meal catered by Cajun Country 
Cookers and Marshall Plummer won a 
Yeti Roadie door prize. Fishing for reds 
started out slow on Saturday, but picked 
up during the afternoon when Lisa, Emily 
and Katie Parks (guided by Kelly Parks and 

Greater Sugar Land: The Night before the President's Cup fishing tournament

Heart of the Hills committee: L-R Marshall Plummer, Randy Plummer, Elli 
Plummer, Kelly Parks, Lisa Parks, Emily Parks, Katie Parks, Josh Criddle

Young Dallas anglers scored bigtime. Clockwise: 
Landon Resnansky, Moxie Rig Venice, LA. Amberjack, 
safely CPRd. Carter Haggar, First Red Snapper Seaside, 
FL. Landon and Braden Resnansky Venice, LA. Cannon 
Scherer, First Mahi East Cape Baja. Fisher Gordon, Lower 
Provo River, UT.

mailto:dadams@cca.org
mailto:dadams@cca.org
https://www.facebook.com/CCA-Texas-Greater-Sugar-Land-Chapter-1679293685647213/
https://www.facebook.com/CCA-Texas-Greater-Sugar-Land-Chapter-1679293685647213/
mailto:choctawcharlie69@gmail.com
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Josh Criddle) got into some solid redfish. 
They ended up with 5 reds totaling 126” 
(Catch-Photo-Release) and brought home 
3rd place for the Heart of the Hills team. 
Thanks to CCA for putting on this fun 
event for chapter volunteers! 
 The chapter is preparing for our Annu-
al Banquet at Don Strange Ranch at 6pm 
on Thursday, September 16, 2021. Cajun 
Country Cookers will be boiling shrimp 
and we will have plenty of cold beverages. 
Come prepared to participate in the Live 
Auction and our awesome raffles. Bull Red 
Sponsor Tables for 10 people are $1000, 
Trophy Trout reserved tables for 10 people 
are $800 and Individual Tickets are $60. 
Call Kelly at 210-669-3732 or the CCA office 
at 713-626-4222 for ticket information. We 
look forward to seeing you in September! 

Helotes
Johnny Rayburg  210-535-6810 

jrayburg@sbcglobal.net 
Howdy CCA Helotes chapter members. 
This chapter is always busy and not just 
during banquet season.
 On July 28, we presented Bobby J’s 
with a token of our appreciation, a big metal 
CCA sign for them to hang in their 
restaurant. Look for it soon. They have 
hosted us for nearly every single chapter 
meeting since we started the chapter. Thank 
you, Bobby J’s, Old Fashioned Hamburg-
ers for your continued hospitality.  
 We have plans to have an entry once 
again in the 2021 Cowboy Christmas Pa-
rade. This year it’s on December 11, 2021, at 
7pm. Come be a part or look for us in the 
parade. If you haven’t been to this parade 
with your family, you’re missing out on 
some great small-town Helotes culture. 
Reminder- Our 2022 fundraiser banquet 
will once again be held at Pedrotti’s Ranch 
on March 24. Save the date. Tickets will go 
on sale starting at the end of this year and 
will certainly sell out fast. You can get on 
our early-bird ticket list by contacting one of 
our board members or messaging us on 
Facebook to ensure a spot beginning in De-
cember. There are also some great opportu-
nities for sponsorships. Please contact the 
chapter for details.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and take a 
kid fishing, it will put a smile on their face 
and yours.

Hill Country
Miles Engelke 210-260-8968 

engelke@pe-svcs.com

Houston Homebuilders
Jimmy Reid  281-932-3395

jreid@newmarkhomes.com

Houston Real Estate
Kirk Laguarta  713-515-3830 

KLaguarta@landadvisors.com

Katy 
Gary Mancini 281-850-2212 

gman091753@aol.com
Laredo

Javier C. Villarreal  956-206-7953 
Jcvillarreal13@gmail.com

Lee County
Jake Horne  979-540-6117
jake@aubainesupply.com

Live Oak
Taylor Kotrla  979-732-7265 
taylorkotrla@hotmail.com

Lower Colorado 
Stephen Zapalac 972-244-6633

szapalac@ykc.com
On Friday, August 6, the Lower Colorado 
Chapter returned to its annual tradition 
of putting on a spectacular banquet and 
auction. It was a sell out! There were more 
sponsors and guests than ever before. We 
want to thank all the CCA members current 
and new that came out to join in the fun. 
There was lots of food and drink along with 
lively bidding in the auctions. Big winners 
took home some great trips and other 
goodies. We want to especially thank all 
our sponsors, donors and volunteers who 
helped make this such a successful event. 
Our Platinum sponsors, Gulf Coastal ACE 
Hardware, LLC (who is our Guides Cup 
Sponsor), HEB, Boggy Bend Wildwings, 
Busha Boat Works and ever present Bill 
VonGoten along with the up and coming 
Matagorda Bay Distillery had the best 
seats in the house. 
 Bidding got lively amongst our Gold 
sponsors, Texas Trio, KM&L LLC, Triangle 
Turf, Capital Farm Credit, 
Wayne’s Bait Camp, McAda, Matagorda 
Tackle Shop, Anthony’s Auto Werx, Texas 
Farm Bureau Ins. RnR Septic, Colorado 
River Land Trust and the folks from Phil-
lips 66. But not to be out done in the action 
were our Bronze sponsors. 
 Though our banquet may be over till 
next year, inside chapter activity planning 
continues with monthly meetings. We have 
the October Guides Cup Tournament hap-
pening and a future Kids Fish in the works. 
More interested volunteers are needed so 
please contact Stephen Zapalac szapalac@ 
ykc.com or Blake Burnside burnside@ 
ccatexas.org to join in. 

Till next time, the Lower Colorado 
Chapter continues to represent all of 
Matagorda County’s Rivers, Creeks and 
Bays.

Lower Laguna Madre
Oscar Garcia 956-491-8148

oscar@shallowsportboats.com

Mainland
Eric Minor 409-370-7379 
eric.minor@anico.com

Matagorda Bays
Chris Bird 979-257-6508
cbird1493@gmail.com 

Greetings from the Matagorda Bays Chap-
ter!  On June 24, we held our first in-person 
banquet since summer 2019 and the night 
went off with out a hitch. The banquet was 
the most successful in our chapter’s history, 
setting fundraising records for conservation 
that will be tough to beat or repeat. 

None of this success could have been 
achieved without our dedicated and gen-
erous boat sponsors, table sponsors, hat & 
tumbler sponsors, chapter members, and 
the communities that our chapter serves.   
 The Matagorda Bays Board Members, 
as usual, brought their A-game to this 
year’s event and I would like to thank all 
of them for their work ethic, dedication, 
and passion for conserving our Texas coast. 
Again, a BIG thank you going out to this 
year’s boat sponsors; POLASEK CON-
STRUCTION INC., SUTTON WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT, CHRIS’S MARINE & 
HAYNIE BOATS, COASTLINE TRAILERS, 
MERCURY OUTBOARDS, DMR SERVICES 
– CUSTOM ALUMINUM.
 Our 2021 Boat Raffle Prize winners are 
listed below.
 JAIME BURES is the winner of the 2021 
Haynie 25 Magnum w/ 400 HP Mercury 
Verado on a Coastline trailer. GARY SAHA 
- Texas Lifetime Resident Combo Hunting
& Fishing license. JAMES MCADA - CCA
Life Membership (and custom CCA 6.5
Creedmore vanguard weatherboard rifle)
TUCKER KORENEK - Waterloo Rod &
Lews Reel. SARAH HAJOVSKY - CCA
Framed print.

Matagorda Bays - Conservation Quote: 
“Here is your country. Cherish these nat-
ural wonders, cherish the natural resourc-
es, cherish the history and romance as a 
sacred heritage, for your children and your 
children's children. Do not let selfish men 
or greedy interests skin your country of its 
beauty, its riches or its romance.”
― Theodore Roosevelt

Please visit our Facebook page and 
chapter webpage on the CCA Texas website 
for all chapter updates. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us at any time. 

Mid Coast 
Wade Harrell 361-935-1125

wcharrell@hotmail.com 
Happy summer, fellow coastal conserva-
tionists! The Mid Coast Chapter hosted 
our annual banquet on May 20th at Spring 
Creek Event Center in Victoria. This was 
the first time we held our banquet at 
this venue and it was a sell-out crowd! 
Thanks to all our volunteers and sponsors 
and supporters for making this a success-
ful event! We hope to continue changing 
up our banquet in future years based on 
feedback from this year’s event. We are in 

mailto:szapalac@ykc.com
mailto:szapalac@ykc.com
mailto:burnside@ccatexas.org
mailto:burnside@ccatexas.org
https://www.facebook.com/MatagordaBaysCCA
https://ccatexas.org/find-your-chapter/matagorda-bays/
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2021 Matagorda Bays Chapter Board Members w/ Haynie 25 Magnum. Below, the 2021 
Matagorda Bays Banquet Hall. 

the rebuilding mode here at Mid Coast and 
are looking to host some upcoming events 
where our local members can meet our 
board and hopefully decide to step up and 
be a part in the future. 
 We will be participating in the 2nd 
annual Port O’ Connor shorelines cleanup 
organized by the San Antonio Bay Part-
nership on September 18th. Boats, kayaks, 
and volunteers are needed. Sign-up now 
by advising Allan Berger of your Team 
and your preferred area. If you have a boat 
and need crew, Allan will match volunteers to 
your boat. Please  email  allanrberger@ 
outlook.com  to confirm your participation. 
Planning is underway for Lunch. Volun-
teer gifts of either a POC Bay RAT water 
bottle or a POC Bay Rat T-shirt have been 
ordered. See Details of program at  Cleanup 
Plan 2021 on SABayPartnership.org. It will be 
fun and rewarding!
 Stay tuned by watching our 
FaceBook page and the CCA website. We 
need CCA now more than ever as our fishery 
recovers from the 2021 freeze event! Please 
practice conservation while you are out on the 
water and practice catch and release! 

Northeast Houston
Jason Law 713-898-8594

jlaw1899@yahoo.com

Northwest Houston
Rob Sziy 832-971-1989 

sziy@sbcglobal.net

Orange County
Scott Bandy 409-988-3667 
scottbandy77@yahoo.com 

Port Lavaca
Eric Ellison  361-983-4690

fishingsalt@yahoo.com
It is right around the corner, don’t miss this 
event, mark your calendars, set reminders 
on your phones....let’s do this!
Our 4th Annual Chapter Banquet Friday 
Au-gust 13th, 2021 at 6pm in the Bauer 
Community Center here in Port Lavaca. 
Gather up your friends and family for the 
CCA fundraising fun. We still have some 
tables available and also individual tickets 
left. Don’t miss out on the chance to win big 
and help to save what we all love to do so 
much, fishing. For ticket or table purchases 
please email: Blake Burnside: 
bburnside@ccatexas.org
 Come on out and support more smiles 
like this one. I look forward to seeing every-
one soon! 

Port O'Connor
Bill Moore 361-983-4690

wildbm@tisd.net

Prairie
Patricia Walters 979-885-7464 

manager@wpprint.com

Mid coast chapter Vice President Mark 
Saddler with a beautiful 29” speckled 
trout released back into Matagorda Bay.

Mid coast chapter Vice President 
Mike Brawner with a 26” speckled 
trout released back into Aransas Bay.

mailto:allanrberger@outlook.com
mailto:allanrberger@outlook.com
http://SABayPartnership.org
https://www.facebook.com/ccamidcoast
https://www.facebook.com/ccamidcoast
mailto:bburnside@ccatexas.org
ccatexas.org/mid-coast
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Redfish Bay
Norman Oates  361-758-0266

noates01@gmail.com
The Redfish Bay Chapter continues to 
support CCA conservation efforts in Texas. 
A special thanks to parents who brought 
their young fisherpersons to the Take a Kid 
Fishing event on June 4 and 5. As usual, we 
had a great time! Glenn Martin of Woody’s 
Sports Center is always the driving force 
on this event! Thank you to the Texas Game 
Wardens for participating, and taking kids 
fishing. Mark your calendars for 2022 on 
the first weekend in June.
  Our Banquet is on July 31, and may 
be over by the time you receive this, but 
we always have a great time. Chris Marine 
was our Title Sponsor as usual, and I am so 
glad that we have a Title Sponsor that we 
can count on year after year. Thank you to 
our Houston support staff, the Redfish Bay 
Chapter Board, supporters, donors, and 
attendees!
  Our Beeville Fish Fry will be in the fall. 
We usually plan for the Thursday before 
dove season. More info to follow. Call me if 
you have questions at 361-790-2748.

Rio Grande Valley
David Deleon 956-533-8374
david_deleon2@yahoo.com

Sabine-Neches 
Darin Johnson 409-790-9855
darin@jorgensenmarine.com

Sam Houston
Brandon Kolaja 281-797-6908

bkolaja@huntsvilletx.gov 
Well, it’s that time of year and we are 
excited to host this year’s banquet. We are 
gearing up for bigger and better due to 
being unable to have an event last year. You 
will not want to miss this event. It will be 
held Thursday, September 2, 2021 at the 
Walker County Fairgrounds. This will be 
a great chance to gather with friends and 
show your support for our organization. 
As always there will be a great meal, and 
plenty of cold beverages. We will also have 
live/silent auctions and plenty of chances 
to win coolers, guns, rods/reels, and some 
great trips. Please contact us for tickets and 
sponsorship opportunities. 

San Antonio
Robert Lozano  210-632-4246

robertolozano129@yahoo.com 
Here we are. CCA San Antonio banquet 
time, 6pm August 5th.  I walk into the 
Freeman Expo hall and I smell the Toma-
hawk Ribeye Tacos and Oysters ”Louie” 
sauteed in butter.  I hear the sound of 
laughing and lively conversation. I see the 
decorated tables celebrating our coastal val-
ues. Along the walls are the various items 
that lucky supporters will be taking home.  
The huge screens are showing photos of 
past trips, and previewing tonight’s auction 
items.  It looks like old times, and as this 
CURRENTS goes to press, there may be 
time for you to be a part of it.  
 A thank you to our sponsors including 
Gulf Coast Marine, Groomer’s Seafood, 
Don Strange Catering and Events, Max-
imum Altitude, Silver Eagle Beverages, 
Frost Bank,Tito’s Handmade Vodka, 
Academy Sports and Outdoors, HEB, Twin 
Liquors Fine Wine & Spirits, TG Canoes 
and Kayaks, Boone Dox trailers. Please be 
safe. Keep those lines taut, take the family 
fishing. Best from our CCA Fam-ily to 
yours! 

San Bernard
Ross Kutach 281-330-0135

rosskutach@yahoo.com
San Gabriel

John Melnar 512- 497-8284
jmelnar@plateaulandgroup.com

Southwestern
Veronica Oliver 830-765-6228 

ronnimoliver@gmail.com

TAMU
Madelyn Rayburg 210-900-7445 

Maddierayburg@gmail.com

Texas State University
Travis James  832-909-5833 

travisj0915@gmail.com

Tomball/Magnolia
Matt Maddox 832-963-5215 
mrmaddox04@gmail.com

Tri-County
Justin Putz 210-585-0401

putz.stx@gmail.com

Trinity Bay
Jayo Washington 281-960-7064

jayowash@comcast.ne 
Greetings. By the time this reaches every-
one, our banquet will be back and very 
soon. On Friday the 13th of August, we’re 
betting we’ll be lucky enough to have a 
huge turnout as we continue to move 

Great Photo from Port Lavaca chapter: Easton’s first red snapper this season and a 
great way to preserve the memory with the gyotaku art print. 

mailto:mrmaddox04@gmail.com
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back to more normal times. After our last 
Banquet in 2019, we decided fortunately 
and unfortunately, we had outgrown our 
venue for the last five years. We owe a 
great deal of gratitude to Nuevo Leon in 
Baytown for all the great times. If you were 
at the back of the hall back in 2019, you 
will surely agree, it was time for a change. 
Last year, before COVID, we had already 
scouted out a new location we liked. We are 
moving to Armenta’s Reception Hall at 825 
Sheldon Road, Channelview, TX 77530. 
We will have ample room to make everyone 
comfortable. Also, after twenty plus years 
of Cajun boiled shrimp, we are also going 
to change the menu to fajitas. Boatloads 
of gratitude goes out to returning and 
new sponsors this year. So, if you haven’t 
secured your tickets or bought that table, 
the clock is ticking. Call the office or call 
me, and we’ll get you hooked up (see how I 
worked that in:) Until next time, good luck 
and good fishing. Audios.

Trinity Valley
John Hebert Jr 936-334-2528 

jjhebert@imsday.com

West Houston
Ruben Delgadillo 281-808-1434

ruben@liftpull.com
West Houston CCA board member, Branon 
Pesnell, and his two sons Carter (16) and 
Caplan (13) went fishing in Key West for 
tarpon with Key West Pro Guides. Capt. 
Dave, Capt. David and Capt. Tyler were 
awesome guides. Success! Great father-son 
trip with Damon Parker, Grey Parker, Nils-
son Stokes, Grady Stokes, Miller Stokes and 
Harvey Pesnell. 

West Texas
Craig McDonnold 432-682-3499

Craig@McDonnold.net West Houston chapter members had a fine trip to Key 
West. Thanks to Harvey Pesnell for some Great Action 
Photos. The Photo Editor especially liked the Selfie pho-
to at the end.

West Houston tarpon action.
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https://engelcoolers.com/
https://www.titosvodka.com/
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Upper Coast Lower CoastMiddle Coast
Capt. Chuck Naiser Capt. Mike McBrideCapt. Glenn Hammond
A “tail” of two seasons

August brings a myriad of challenges to the middle 
Texas coast – the doldrums of Summer, punctuated by 
unscheduled water level changes brought forward by 
tropical influences. The heat and stagnation of summer 
water will cause grass fragments to float and the water 
to lose its clarity. The early bird fisherman will get the 
best of it.

Lower water levels bring elevated water tempera-
tures into focus. These temperatures can dramatically 
affect the survival of released fish if you are practicing 
Catch and Release. Get the fish into your hand quickly 
and spend a little extra time reviving it before release. 
It is always a good sign when a fish blesses you with a 
splash or two of water on your glasses. 

Tropical systems, while temporarily interrupting 
your fishing, can bring a lot of energy into the coastal 
bend waters. Flood tides will accompany those systems 
causing prolonged changes to your fishing spots.The 
incoming water will bring fresh, cooler water into the 
otherwise stagnant pools of the tidal lakes. My theory is 
that game fish move into the current, and bait fish move 
with the current. Make that a consideration in your 
routine. 

The best fishing in the barrier islands will be when 
the water level readjusts following the passage of a 
system. Wait for it! Fish will relocate into the shallows. 
When water comes in, fish go deep...water goes out, fish 
stay shallow. 

September brings the gateway to fall. September 
22 is the Autumnal Equinox in 2021, ending the summer 
pattern. Tidal influences are stronger on a daily basis, 
the days are getting shorter, and water temperatures are 
moderating. We will still have the potential for tropical 
influence. The bottom line to all of this is to find the 
current, then fish the changes in water level. I don’t care 
what you use for bait – it’s current, current, current. The 
commercial fishermen caught them on oleander leaves, 
plastic tape, and cranberries on their trot lines. The best 
bait of all is one moving through the water. Pitch and 
roll my friends! –Capt. Chuck Naiser 
Chuck was one of the early GCCA founders. A dedicated 
ly ishing guide, he loves the lats all year-round. 

361-230-9392 info@flatsworthy.com

Manage your expectations
August greetings from the Lower Laguna Madre, 
where sunscreen and water are essential. Let’s 
consider a few things to help put a ‘cooler’ factor 
into the next couple of months. The freeze took 
a huge percentage of our speckled trout, but it 
may be akin to a forest fire, where everything 
comes back greener than remembered. Our 
world class fishery will rebound, as it always 
does. 
 Reds will be the mainstay game for now. 
The three-fish trout limit, from 17” to 23”, will 
prevail until decided otherwise. It’s important to 
use discretion during this interim. Big trout are 
indeed survivors, so a few years from now we 
may have the best big trout fishery we’ve seen 
for awhile. The beachfront appears to be enjoy-
ing one heck of a surf run. The surf, especially 
near the jetties, has been holding excellent num-
bers of larger redfish. It’s this writers’ suspicion 
that many fish were displaced to the Gulf during 
the freeze and just haven’t come home yet.
 September will be along. Temperature and 
things will change with Fall bull tides, but the 
best opportunities will come from longer boat 
rides, both North and South. Perhaps as the 
Fall Equinox approaches and tides bull up to a 
‘High-High,” more will follow. Example--the 
recent dredging operations took us to 22’ deep 
from the Gulf to the Harbor, with glaring visible 
effects. Our ever-expanding RGV reef, a mere 
seven miles off the beach, is within easy reach 
of many bay boats. Snapper, kingfish, Spanish 
mackerel, showering schools of bonito…the 
Continental Shelf is closer to our beach than any 
other place in Texas.
 We need to manage our expectations, espe-
cially concerning trout, re-think our strategies 
and even our perceptions as to what fishing is all 
about in the first place. --Capt. Mike McBride  
956-746-6041. Ed. Note: Cap’n Mike is known by 
many LLM fishermen as Mike McTrout.

Tri-Bay Area: salty business as usual
Late summer rains have led to unusual events in 
this area. That is, as rain from North and Central 
Texas eventually finds its way to the Gulf of Mexico, 
all the rivers and tributaries flow strong with fresh 
water. The Brazos, Colorado, San Bernard and 
Oyster Creek rivers and tributaries have just began 
to recede at the end of July.
 The damage in the area has taken its toll on 
local bait camps and businesses, as the lack of salt in 
the water made it really tough to keep bait alive. As 
the shrimp boats pulled their nets in, whatever they 
brought in either died in the nets or in the tanks at 
the bait camps due to all the fresh water. Salt water 
had to be trailered or brought in from other areas. 
Live bait at the end of July was still in short supply. 
Hello, artificials! 
 Only recently has fishing in the Tri-Bay area 
started picking up. With less rain and lighter winds, 
water conditions are improving. Bay temps ranged 
from 85-88 degrees on recent trips. Fish have been 
located in the bays most of the summer as water 
temp slowly climbed. As August gets underway, 
deeper channels and bays are still places to concen-
trate on. 
 As fall eases in, winds lighten up, water clears, 
birds work over migrating shrimp. After the shrimp 
are gone it’s time to break out the artificial bait, 
if you haven't done so already. Concentration on 
ditches and drains this time of year could be very 
successful for trout, reds and flounder.
 Please practice catch and release, and of course 
always get a photo before returning fish to the wa-
ter. Take a youngster fishing—they are part of the 
resource. And, take care of all baby fish, our future 
resource. 
 My fishing reports can be heard on The 
Outdoor Show, 610am radio. Live reports between 
4-4:15am, or podcast the show (audacy.com/
sportsradio610) Tight lines and heavy stringers.—
Capt. Glenn (the Hammer) Hammond 713-208-0683

Daybreak wade near Coast Guard Flats. Bob Brumby, Blake and Kelly Harris, Chester and Chris Smisek. Olympus TG-5, Sam Caldwell

mailto:info@flatsworthy.com
https://www.audacy.com/sportsradio610


~30~ 

Visit with White Claw at whiteclaw.com

https://www.whiteclaw.com/
www.whiteclaw.com
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STAR has also been blessed this year with the distribution of 
catches across the coast. There have been tagged reds caught 
from Sabine Lake, the southern reaches of the Lower Laguna 
Madre, and every major port area in between. Below are just a 
few of the stories from some of this year’s lucky anglers!

Patrick Fisher of Cypress: Patrick caught his new 19 Shoalwa-
ter Cat, Mercury motor, and McClain trailer in the Green Tag 
Division, thanks to a thunderstorm. During a family getaway 
he made the call to sleep in instead of taking the boat out in the 
morning storms. Luckily for him, his desire to fish was still strong 
and decided he would head down to the dock and try to at least 
catch something. Catch something he did!

Randall Laurrell of Port 
Aransas: Randall became 
the first winner in Texas 
Ford Dealers Red Tag Di-
vision. Here is the story as 
told by the angler: “Two 
years ago, my Dad’s best 
friend gave me a 1980 
model 14 foot Alumacraft with a 10 horse motor that he inherited 
from his Dad. That was the start of the adventures of the tiny, but 
mighty fishing vessel in Port Aransas. My wife Amy and I spend 
as much time fishing as we can, we love it. Last summer, my Dad 
suddenly passed away from cancer. After he passed, I got busy 
with work and life. I still went fishing every chance I could, but 
it was hard not having him to call every day to report my daily 
catch. 
 Everybody always jokes with me and my wife about being 
careful so we don’t die every time we take the boat out, so I have 
been boat shopping for a while, just never could find the exact 
one I wanted. Two weeks ago, my Step-Mom told me the boat 
I needed would “fall from the sky when it was the right time.” 
Friday, I had to come home from work early to meet a repair man 
at the house, my daughter Lyndy and her boyfriend Wyatt came 
down to visit. As soon as the repairman left, Wyatt insisted we 
needed to go fishing NOW, so we did. We left the house around 
3 pm, got on the water and ready to fish around 3:30. It only took 
a couple casts and I caught the fish of a lifetime. I was so excited, 
my stepmom was right—it was all falling into place. 
 "Now I will have a boat big enough for the whole family and 
friends to take fishing and I have God to thank for it all. Thank 
you CCA, Texas Ford, Haynie, Coastline and Mercury for such a 
generous donation of a grand prize.” 

Andrew McRay of Pearland, age 15: Andrew made history in 
the newly formed STAR Youth Scholarship Division. Andrew 
will be the recipient of a $30,000 scholarship, sponsored by Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, adding to the total STAR scholarships 
of $7,150,00 given to date. With the McRay family boat in shop, 
Andrew convinced his mom to drop him off with Captain Jason 
Bartlett for an afternoon of fishing. After trying a couple spots 
they ended up on a popular Galveston area shoreline. Andrews 
first cast at the new spot proved to be a $30,000 cast.

Heath Henderson of 
Spring Branch: Heath 
caught his new Ford 
F-150, 23’ Haynie boat,
Mercury motor, and
Coastline trailer while
fishing in the Upper La-
guna Madre with Captain
Adam Doelle. Many STAR anglers try to ‘call their shot’ when it
comes to catching a tagged red. Well, Heath did exactly that with
both Captain Doelle and the other anglers with them the day be-
fore.

Fish Everywhere!

As we near 
the close of 
this year’s 
STAR, one 

thing is certain: we 
can be proud that 
our fellow CCA 
members embraced 
the new Catch-Clip-
Release format that 
just had to happen. 
On the heels of the 
February fish-killing 
freeze, we honored 
our CCA mission to 
make sure that the 
fish come first--no 
matter what it takes. 
Give yourselves a pat 
on the back. We all 
had to be unusually 
nimble to create a 
new tournament de-
serving of our cher-
ished STAR anglers. 
 Even more 
meaningful for our 
precious Texas coast-
al waters, many oth-
er local tournaments 
threw in to join CCA 
by going to catch and 
release formats, with thousands of anglers laying off the affected 
species, especially trout. Each of us plays an essential part in mak-
ing sure our fisheries have the chance to reload as soon as possible. 
Never has an angler base responded to such trauma so quickly, and 
proactively. Please take a bow—we sacrificed by choice, not by man-
date. And we will reap the dividends.

The field-test in STAR is almost over, and thanks to each of you, 
our first “cast” in the new structure hit pay dirt for more anglers 
than ever. At this writing 33 tagged fish have been caught. Over 14 
claims have been made on trucks, boats, scholarships and gift cards. 
Once we have the benefit of seeing what the next round of TPWD 
net-sampling surveys show, we will evaluate the status of all STAR 
fish populations and start planning STAR ’22. We know many an-
glers miss the competition in the inshore species. We listen. YOU are 
the reason why this is such a fun wholesome family event. Again, 
thank you for supporting our effort to redirect nature’s fury into a 
conservation success story!

Randall Laurrell became the first winner in 
Texas Ford Dealers Red Tag Division.
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Ellen Stacy of San Antonio: El-
len is a winner in the CCA Texas 
STAR next Blue Tag Division! 
“I’ve been fishing with my dad 
in Rockport my whole life. I was 
in town for the day and he took 
me to this spot that he swears 

by even though the heavy rains seemed to slow the bite the 
last few days. He’s been fishing the CCA Star Tournament for 
years and has both seen and heard of people not registering 
then catching a fish and being unable to enter it so he insisted 
my sister, girlfriend, and I all register before going out. We 
hadn’t caught anything of keeping size all morning, it was hot, 
and we were supposed to be leaving soon, so I took a single 
shrimp to a corner that I had a good feeling about and threw 
my line in. Within two casts, I had a bite and knew it was a 
big Red immediately. I was excited enough to just have caught 
my first keeper of the day, but when I landed the fish, I saw 
the blue tag and started yelling “It has a tag! I got a tag!” We 
always make the most of even short trips out together, but this 
takes that to another level. So grateful my dad took me out and 
we got to share this experience!”

Jeffrey Hain of Aransas Pass: Mr. Hain decided he would just 
drive to one of his favorite easy access fishing spots instead 
of taking his kayak out for the day. Well it didn’t take long 
for him to hook into what he thought was just a nice fish, and 
then he saw the tag. Mr. Hain was able to make is way to a 
spot where he could safely bring the fish ashore, remove the 
tag, and release the fish. STAR staff informed Mr. Hain that 
pending an upcoming polygraph, he would be the fourth Blue 
Tag Division winner and receive a $750 Academy Sports + Out-
doors gift card. However, this was not the end of Jeffrey Hain’s 
quest in the CCA Texas STAR Tournament. The very next day, 
Mr. Hain did it again with a second tagged redfish! Luckily for 
him, this one had a green tag and netted him a brand new 19’ 
Shoalwater Cat, Mercury motor, and McClain trailer package. 
Who says that lightning doesn’t strike twice?

Alan Radwanski of Pearland: Alan was trying to salvage a day 
of fishing in the Chocolate Bayou area while he made his way 
back to the boat ramp after having some engine troubles. He 
noticed a spot that looked to have all the elements necessary to 
hold fish that he had learned about in the popular show Bite 
Me ... Saltwater Fishing Podcast. “This isn’t a spot I normally 
fish but seemed like a good location given the incoming tide 
and East wind.” Alan’s listening skills proved to be right on 
point as it netted him a new 19’ Shoalwater Cat, Mercury mo-
tor, and McClain trailer package.

Kavin Vann: Kavin is one of many winners in the Green tag 
Division. “Where do I start, it was by chance that this fishing 
trip even happened! My brother lives in Glen Rose so we plan 
a week long fishing trip on the coast every summer and we had 
already done that back in May so I was surprised when he said 
he had a job in the area and would have a few days to fish af-

Ellen Stacy is a winner in the CCA Texas STAR Blue Tag Divi-
sion.

Alan Radwanski:  a 19’ Shoalwater Cat, Mercury 
motor, and McClain trailer package.

Heath Henderson: a new Ford F-150, 23’ Haynie boat, Mercury 
motor, and Coastline trailer foi a red-tagged CPR

https://www.facebook.com/groups/360196304869258/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUPvBuIa3Htr3W6nEFJIIfZIoSDlqVHPsy3IzOQo8zhovP3_J2UE9B3BPwcxct1t0ScO2YGkWiouShM7gmJySLCGKRCjwuHwn0Vh26XxqQhpssAIXWRnCXHZKf5ZOhkrz48fr9FvKUFBJdolvLxuxLGXUU98uXNc5Ttfrk1MbRfJZy_2aYPQkUG88m_LePLOd8&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360196304869258/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUPvBuIa3Htr3W6nEFJIIfZIoSDlqVHPsy3IzOQo8zhovP3_J2UE9B3BPwcxct1t0ScO2YGkWiouShM7gmJySLCGKRCjwuHwn0Vh26XxqQhpssAIXWRnCXHZKf5ZOhkrz48fr9FvKUFBJdolvLxuxLGXUU98uXNc5Ttfrk1MbRfJZy_2aYPQkUG88m_LePLOd8&__tn__=-UK-R
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You can still receive a print version, along 
with online access, for only $8 a year (vs. 
$17.99). Be on the lookout in your email or 
mailbox for details on how to activate this 
offer! If you have any questions regarding 
your past or current subscriptions, please 
call (800) 725-1134 or email 
subscriptions@fishgame.com.

TILSON HOMES $1,000 in FREE UP-
GRADES!- 
Every CCA 
Texas mem-
ber who 
purchases 
a Tilson Home is eligible for $1,000 in free 
upgrades such as ceramic tile, hardwood 
floors, cabinets and more. See their ad in 
the CCA Texas CURRENTS newsletter for 
more details or call 1 
(888) 540-6705.

Whataburger- 
2021 member 
rewards com-
ing soon!

Thank you to 
our tremendous sponsors who 
allow us to host this great 
event:
Texas Ford Dealers, Tilson 
Home Corporation, Academy 
Sports + Outdoors, Whataburg-
er, Mustang CAT, Mercury Ma-
rine, Hoffpauir Polaris, Shiner 
Bock, Shoalwater Boats, Haynie 
Boats, Mowdy Boats, Dar-
gel Boats, Texas Fish & Game 
Magazine, Coastline Trailers, 
McClain Trailers, KTRK-abc13, 
Chris’s Marine and Kryptek. 

For more information, go to 
www.startournament.org.

Thanks for supporting CCA 
Texas and the STAR 

Tournament!

startournament.org. What could be a better 
gift to someone than the chance to win part 
of way over $1 million in prizes and schol-
arships? Sign up now!

CCA TEXAS MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS- 
On top of helping to make this event what 
it is, our amazing sponsors continue to add 
value to your CCA Texas Membership. Re-
member to take advantage of the following 
benefits our sponsors provide you with 
your CCA membership!

Ford X-Plan Pricing- CCA Texas members 
will again have the great honor from Texas 
Ford Dealers of using X-Plan pricing. For 
just a $35 membership any CCA member 
can purchase 
(or lease) a 
Ford vehicle at 
Ford employ-
ee pricing!!! 
Depending on 
your chosen 
vehicle, this 
could save you 
$100’s or $1,000’s!! Our Ford Partner Code 
# is CCA61; go to www.fordpartner.com, if 
you are considering a purchase. 

ACADEMY SPORTS + OUTDOORS- 
Don’t forget about that Academy Sports + 
Outdoors 
coupon 
on the 
way or 
sitting 
in your 
wallet!

TEXAS FISH & GAME MAGAZINE “BO-
NUS ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION!”- Not 

many people can say no to free stuff and 
“Texas Fish & Game Magazine” is again 
offering a FREE one-year (12 issues) online 
subscription to all 2021 CCA Texas STAR 
participants. This subscription gives you 
access to the latest and most in-depth out-
doors information anywhere. Whether you 
are lying in bed or sitting in the office, you 
will always have access. So be sure to in-
clude your email address on your registra-
tion form to receive your free subscription! 
If you prefer the print version don’t worry! 

terwards. So we hooked up the old Allweld 
and headed to the Texas City Dike. We had 
been at it for about 3 hours and just about 
out of shrimp and had some sand trout, 
croaker, and a nice flounder in the ice chest 
and were thinking about calling it a day or 
getting some more shrimp. Now we always 
talk about catching a tagged red and always 
say this is the trip we get it done but it’s 
never happened, until now!!! My cork dis-
appeared i reeled up the slack and set the 
hook and the freight train took off, now at 
the time a tagged red wasn’t on our minds 
only getting this fish in the boat, so in the 
dip net it went and down on the top of the 
ice chest it set, that’s when both of us saw 
the green tag and we stared at each other 
for a few seconds and I said holy crap I’m 
not believing what I’m seeing then the high 
fives and the celebration started”

Aaron Lueckemeyer of Meyersville: Aar-
on and his brother woke up at 4:30 am to 
hopefully get an early start out on the bay 
for a day of fishing in the Lavaca Bay area. 
After catching a few fish, Aaron’s brother 
started to feel ill and laid down on the boat. 
Despite feeling ill, he told Aaron to keep 
fishing. Concerned for his brother, Aaron 
said “if I catch a tagged redfish we’ll go in.” 
Well that is exactly what they did!

Be sure to keep follow-
ing STAR until the 
end! As you know, 

any unclaimed prizes in 
the Blue, Green and STAR 
Youth Divisions, will be 
awarded via drawing at 
the end of the tournament. 
For $10, your child could 
win one of nine unclaimed 
$30,000 scholarships!
After thirty one amazing years of STAR, we 
have been blessed to be able to award Texas 
youth $7,150,000 in college scholarships 
to youth from all over Texas, with angling 
abilities of all levels. The credit for all of the 
lives changed through STAR scholarships 
rests solely in the hands of our great spon-
sors. Without the support of these sponsors 
year in and year out, this great event that 
hosted 58,000+ Texas anglers would not be 
possible. We only ask that you reward our 
great partners for showing that they care 
about, what you 
care about! To 
learn more about 
the tournament 
(rules, prizes, 
entry, etc.) or 
our sponsors, 
simply head on 
over to www.

$7.15 million in college 
scholarships to youth 

from all over Texas

mailto:subscriptions@fishgame.com
http://www.startournament.org
http://www.startournament.org
http://www.fordpartner.com
http://www.startournament.org
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Barbecue Crabs, ala Hewitt
Clean the crabs,  remove 
the claws and shell, cut off 
the legs, remove the gills, 
face and all of the apron 
and guts. Rinse well. Set 
the claws aside to boil.

Put the cleaned bodies 
in a pan and pour Italian 
dressing over them. Mari-
nate in the refrigerator for 
at least an hour.  I usual-
ly leave them overnight, 
stirring every so often to 
make sure they all get 
dressing evenly distribut-
ed. 

Get the grill good and 
hot and lay out the bod-
ies with the smooth side 
down first. Grill for 10 
minutes until the under-
side starts to get some 
brown grill marks. Turn 
them over and grill for 
10 more minutes until 
they start to get lightly 
browned. You will notice 
that the meat is white now 
and that means they are 
done. Remove and cover 
with foil for 10 min.  

They are ready to eat when cool enough to handle. I usually break in half and use 
scissors to cut the leg joints off, then break the body into segments. Enjoy! 

Great Recipes Editor, Liz Hewitt
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Outdoor Book Signing Indoors
Debuting at Rainbow Lodge, Houston: 

two books for the outdoor person in each of us.
The Trip, by Sam Caldwell / The Lost Rider & Friends by Herman Brune

Sam Caldwell’s novel was awarded First Place, Outdoor Book by the Texas Outdoor Writer’s Association. The 
writer has two award-winning books to his credit but is also known to Rainbow Lodge devotees as Texas State 
Artist, 2004 and has numerous paintings gracing Rainbow Lodge walls. The book is enhanced by the art of four of 
Texas finest outdoor artists; Al Barnes, Herb Booth, Ben Kocian and Sam Caldwell. Caldwell said of The Trip: “Sev-
en Houston outdoorsman travel to the hunting of South Texas and the fishing of Mexican beaches. Six return."
Herman Brune’s collection of adventures is the third in a series. Home base for Herman is the Brune Land and 
Cattle Company ranch near Columbus, Texas. His stories encompass his childhood of the yaupon thickets of Colo-
rado County and the wild country of Wyoming and Montana, where he guides pack trips for elk. Legendary writer 
Larry Weishuhn says of Herman; “He’s a purveyor of experiences and tales reminiscent of literary greats Russell 

Anabel, Robert Ruark and the wit of Patrick McManus.”

In  the Caldwell Room, Rainbow Lodge
Thursday, August 19 / 3:00 PM till?

Rainbow Lodge  (713) 861-8666 
2011 Ella Blvd, Houston, TX 77008
RSVP online for attendance, please:
https://www.opentable.com/booking/experiences-availabili-
ty?rid=22018&experienceId=36769&restref=22018

https://www.rebeccacreekdistillery.com/
https://www.rebeccacreekdistillery.com/
http://rebeccacreekdistillery.com
https://www.opentable.com/booking/experiences-availability?rid=22018&experienceId=36769&restref=2201
https://www.opentable.com/booking/experiences-availability?rid=22018&experienceId=36769&restref=2201
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Name   Phone______  Date  _________________________

Address                                                                                                                                                                                City                                                        State Zip_______________  
NEW MEMBER _______   RENEWAL ______    (Member ID for renewing members only)_______________________________________  EMAIL ____________________

                         MEMBER:        $35 ___  Membership card, decal,  bumper sticker, Texas CURRENTS newsletter & TIDE magazine.            
                            ASSOCIATE:        $20 ___   Per each family member. All membership privileges except TIDE and CURRENTS.  

    PRINT MEMBER:      $100 ___  All of the above plus CCA Texas print of your choice.  
                         LIFE MEMBER:  $1000  ___  CCA Life Membership piece, print, plus member gifts. Payable in four $250 installments. 

STAR ENTRY FEE:     $25  ___  Tournament entry fee.  Must be a current CCA member.         
            YOUTH:     $10  ___  TIDE newsletter, decal. Includes STAR Tournament entry, for members 17 and under.

                 Age: ______     Date of  birth: ________ 
CONSERVATION MEMBER:     $50 ___    A portion of the proceeds go toward CCA's National Habitat Program, Building Conservation Trust. Includes  

      exclusive Conservation Member decal, one-year subscription to TIDE Magazine and set of CCA and state fish decals. 

Credit card number ___________________________________________________________________     Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Credit card expiration date _________________________   By entering this tournament, I agree to be bound by the STAR Tournament Rules, Release and Indemnity Agreement. I understand that there 
are specific rules governing the conduct  of the tournament and that upon request a copy will be mailed to me.  6919 Portwest, Suite 100, Houston, TX 77024 / 713-626-4222  / Website: www.ccatexas.org

            COASTAL CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION TEXAS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  (including STAR Entry)

Method of payment
___ Check/Money order
         Charge to my:
___ MASTERCARD
___ VISA
___ AMEX
___ DISCOVER

The Texas Parks & Wildlife website is your 
starting point for almost anything you need 
to know about outdoor 
Texas, including links to 
many areas. 
Visit www.tpwd.texas.gov
To focus on fishing and 
boating, visit 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/boat  

Coastal                   
Conservation
Association
6919 Portwest Drive, Suite 100 
Houston, TX 77024  

Current size, bag and possession limits 
are now available through the Texas Parks 
& Wildlife website: TPWD has a number 
to report game violations.  1-800-792-4263.
A partner with CCA in aiding Texas game 
and Game Wardens is Operation Game 
Thief. Drop by and put this website on 
your favorites list: www.ogttx.com

U.S. Coast Guard 
Air & Sea Rescue
National Response Center: 800-874-2143
Port Isabel: 956-761-2668
Corpus Christi / Marine Safety Office: 
boating emergencies, chemical and 
oil spills: 361-888-3162
Port Aransas: 361-749-5217
Port O’Connor: 361-983-2616
Freeport: 979-233-3801
Houston, Galveston: 409-766-5620
Sabine: 409-971-2195

Putting fingerlings back where fish need to be




